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The Fanaticism and Ignorance of Religious Belief
By Ven. Kai Cheng
Founding Chairperson of Chinese Sangha Supporting Association

English Translation by Prof. Cheng Chen-Huang
Publisher of Torch of Wisdom Monthly

It is quite heartbroken and regrettable to hear the news of the destruction of
Buddha statues in Afghanistan. The irrational act of Taleban rulers not only didn’t
protect but also bluntly destroy the humankind’s common cultural heritage designated
by the United Nations despite the advice of many countries including India, Sri Lanka,
the United States, France, Japan, etc. It is just like what happened in early 13" century
when Moslems invaded India and destroyed Buddhism, causing the tragedy in the
history of Buddhism in India. Such an uncivilized behavior makes people
misunderstand that Moslems have no love, and Islam is a destructive and
unreasonable religion. “Because God is one God and these statues are there to be
worshipped, and that is wrong, they should be destroyed so that they are not
worshipped now or in the future,” said Mullah Mohammed Omar, the Afghanistan’s
supreme leader. This is an extremely wrong and brutal concept. In fact, many
religious people don’t understand the true meaning of “no form,” and misunderstand
the theory of no form. The Christianities oppose the worship of idol. But, in Christian
churchs, there are cross, the symbols of crucified Jesus or Virgin Maria. In Islamic
Mosques, there are colored paintings. The so-called “no form” doesn’t mean having
no statues of idol. Church is also a kind of form. Worship to Jerusalem is also a kind
of form. Paying respect to religious leaders is also a kind of form. Allah’s holding
sword and Koran is also a kind of form. The True God in the eyes of the prayers also
has form. Then, what is the truth of no form? Actually, it should mean no form of I,
no form of people, no form of sentient beings, no attachment to all forms, no religious
discrimination, and no humankind’s discrimination and jealousy; but have universal
love, equality, loving kindness, compassion, sympathetic joy, equanimity, and love
towards all things. The spirit of no form is what is called today “the common entity of
life,” or what is said by the Buddha “the unconditional great loving kindness and the
integral great compassion.” Therefore, religious belief should have transcendental
standpoint in order to manifest the sacredness and dignity of religion so as to reach
the unusual state.
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Today is an age of technological civilization, democracy and freedom.
Therefore, religious belief shouldn’t have unreasonable and blind behavior or
autocratic thought. The Christianities promote universal love, the Islam too. The
Confucianism expounds loyalty and forgiveness, claiming “integration with the
Heaven and the Earth, and sharing the light with all things.” Allah Mohammed holds
sharp sword and Koran in his hands. It should signify the model for the followers to
have courage to protect themselves, to subdue evil persons, to protect good persons,
and to educate people with love and dignity. It shouldn’t mean to ask the followers to
take knives to kill people and to damage everything. Because the True God Allah is a
holy person, he should be the lord of love, wisdom and compassion.

Furthermore, the Buddha was born in India 2625 years ago. After he was
enlightened, he promoted the equality of all people, took care of ordinary people,
propagated the ideals of freedom and equality, and opened the first page of democracy.
The most unfortunate thing is some Indian people were sold to the United States and
other countries as slaves and outcastes. But, what is fortunate is that in a democratic
country like the United States, the Indian people were treated equally, enjoying the
same rights and respect as other races, and ridding the Indian people’s identity of
slave and outcaste. It is a pity that the Indian society today still has the concept of
slave and outcaste. The United States and other countries can respect the Indian
people. On the contrary, the Indian people don’t know to take care of their own
compatriots. This concept loses the noble spirit of compassion and universal love of
religious belief. This is what deserves the Indian people to deeply reflect on.
Therefore, the religious belief should have truth and wisdom rather than fanaticism
and ignorance which are against the will of the founders of all religions to save the
world. The human beings should treat each other as members of one family, help each
other, all religions belong to one family, cooperate with each other so that we may
create peace and happiness without losing the intention of the religious founders, and
the original ambition of all religions. On the standpoint of supporting the sanhga and
supporting Buddhism, I expressed my opinions as above and firmly oppose the
ignorant and evil behavior of religion.

March 20, 2001

Shih Kai Cheng
The Honor Leader of Chinese Buddhist Sanhga Sponsoring Association.
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