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First anniversary of the Medicine Buddha Mandala at Da Ci Temple, Nantou
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Incentive trip of New Taipei City Buddhist Association

AERIERE () ARBECRmE /78 - mERAPRER (78 ) A -
Vice president Ven. Ming Kuang (5" from left) presenting souvenir to Ven. Ru Chen (6" from left), abbot of Shih Fang Temple.

ﬁi S
Bl R
SEEE R K X (L@ I‘

(ERENERSRINLIPE %ﬁﬂiFhT%%&ﬁfﬁ%%ﬁﬂiifﬁﬂﬁihﬁ:ﬁuiﬂ > Abbot Ven. Zhen Zhi inviting Ven. Ru Chen, president of New
Taipei City Buddhist Association, to preside over the Buddha puja.
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right) presenting souvenir to Mme. Jian Chiao-yun (5" from right),

v o Chfesrmsn Comestt Bloms, Statue of the deceased founding abbot Ven. Da Chuan.
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FrtTith B R KFI1EDE - Delegates of New Taipei City Buddhist Association.

B RIEE SR © Joyful followers. i B E L IERT o Introducing VIP Ven. Xin Ci.
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Gallery by Master Hong Yi
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Filial Piety Is Buddha Dharma
——A Talk at Han-Kuo Buddhist Society

By Master Tai Xu

1. Be filial to the parents because from them we had our body and
life.

2. Be filial to the teachers because from them our virtue and wisdom
were cultivated.

3. Be filial to the karmic cause because from it our body and mind
as well as our circumstance were fulfilled.

4. Be filial to the holy teachings because from them our right
wisdom to realize the truth was gained.

5. Be filial to the nature of dharmas because we relied on them as
the origin of our mundane and supramundane achievements.

6. Be filial to the Buddha-mind because we relied on it as the
guide of our mundane and supramundane achievements.

(Excerpt from issue 3 of volume 5.)
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Practice of Dana-paramita

By Master Da Xion

The meaning of giving is very broad, but misunderstood by
general Buddhists of later ages, and interpreted in narrow sense. Today,
not only saving mankind needs the practice of giving but also saving the
world needs badly the practice of giving.

The Mahdayana Ratna-megha-siitra (Mahayana Jewel Cloud
Scripture) says:

The Buddha said, “A bodhisattva-maha-sattva practices Dana-

paramita (perfect giving) with ten dharmas: 1. Complete with

giving of dharma, 2. Complete with giving of fearlessness, 3.

Complete with giving of property, 4. Complete with giving of

no expectation of reward, 5. Complete with giving of pity, 6.

Complete with giving of no contempt, 7. Complete with giving of

respect, 8. Complete with giving of making offerings, 9. Complete

with giving of no reliance, and 10. Complete with giving of
purity.”

The Buddha elucidated the theory of giving, totally hoping to
achieve his purpose of altruism. Once the Buddha opened his mouth,
he put all living beings to the foremost. The reason why the Buddha
stressed all living beings, and taught people to practice giving and
altruism is nothing but the eternal world peace!

The method of stabilizing people’s mind is to inspire people not to
do evils by means of practicing virtues. Greed is one of the evils while

giving can cure greed. Let’s contemplate clearly that from ancient time
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until today, isn’t unsatisfied greed the motivation of those who initiated
wars? Therefore, the Buddha, as a great thinker, realized that to make
people’s mind peaceful is the key to make the world peaceful. The
method to make people’s mind peaceful is to promote the practice of
giving on positive side, and to curb greed on passive side. This is called
“To benefit all living beings” or “To make all living beings happy”. The
Buddha hoped that everybody can live peacefully, work happily, and

enjoy benefit! (Excerpt from issue 1 of volume 28.)
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Exploring Former Life Is Helpless to This Life

By Master Liao Chung

The Chinese traditional custom opines that a person will become
ghost after death. Then, Lord Yama will base on his/her merit and
demerit he/she did while alive whether he/she should ascend to heaven,
descend to hell, or take rebirth as a human being. Buddhism has no such
concept but considers that hungry ghost, one of the six destinies, is evil
destiny; only those who did evil things and made unwholesome karma
will become ghosts. No matter whether ascending to heaven, entering
into destiny of asura, hell, or animal, or taking rebirth as a human being,
one starts from human, but will not, after death, become a ghost first,
and then have such changes. In particular, the destiny is not controlled
by Lord Yama of hell. Because the value of a person, and the way
of taking rebirth are based on his/her own bodily, verbal, and mental
karmas, the six types of life realm starts from human being. Among the
six destinies, only human is the pivot.

Just because human is the starting point of life realm, everybody
should be cautious towards his/her life. We should take responsibility
for our bodily, verbal, and mental behaviors so that we can grasp the
right direction of human life.

Many people have wrong concepts about past lives and future
lives. Some are obsessed with the exploration of past lives. Recently,
the so-called hypnotism has become a fashion. It is believed that by
means of hypnotism, people can return to former lives, knowing their
identity, social status, and what they did in former lives. After seeing

the report, some people come to ask me whether it is possible to know
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his/her former lives. Although Buddhism has the concept of former
lives, this life, and future lives, however, if the lives are called former,
it means that former lives had passed, and no more existed. How can
we see the things which are already inexistent? The bodily, verbal, and
mental karmas everyone left over are seeds, and causes. These causes,
after producing fruits, are no more existent. It is just like the seeds, after
being planted into soil, sprouting, growing, and bearing fruits, are no
more existent; they have become fruits.

Even if you can know your former lives, knowing that you were
an emperor, rich man, poor man, or bad man, so what? Does it mean
that one can be an emperor in this life just because he was an emperor
in former lives? Or, one can be a rich man just because he was rich in
former lives? Or, one remains a poor man, bad man just because he
was poor, did bad things in former lives? Therefore, the obsession with
the exploration of former lives is useless, not only being impossible to
have result but also having no help to this life. (Excerpt from issue 9 of

volume 77.)
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