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In memory of the second anniversary of the passing away of Master Ching Liang
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Taiwan delegates and disciples of Master Ching Liang. (Front row from left: Ven. Kuang Yo, Ven. Rong De, Ven. Yi Tsi,
Ven. Hong Zhong, Ven. Jian Ru, Ven. Jian Hua, Ven. Zhong Hui, and Ven. Yi Hui.)

= -

%m%%?ﬂfﬁ [_Jiﬁﬁ’ﬁui
Elder Sanghas presiding over the ground-breaking
ceremony of the Memorial Hall.
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Ven. Fa Ming of Yuon Chuan Temple in Fu Zhou, China and The Culture Corridor of Fu Ching Temple at Fu An introducing
Taiwan delegates. the biography of Master Ching Liang.
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Buddha’s Birthday Celebration Hosted by New Taipei City Buddhist Association
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Elder Bhikshuni Ven. Zhen Lian, abbess of Bao Xie Temple at Wuku, leading 48 upasikas making offerings.
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EHER o Elder Bhikshus presiding over the Buddha-bathing ceremonly.
Ven. Ju Chen, president of New Taipei Buddhist Association, leading

Vice Mayor of New Taipei City Mr. Liou He-jan (middle) and other

VIPs to bathe the Buddha.
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Sanghas bathing the Buddha for social peace. Elder Ven. Ming Kuang giving dharma talk and leading the
attendants to chant Buddhist song.
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Gallery by Master Hong Yi

(collection of Shan Dao Temple Arts
Exhibition Hall)
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Gallery by Master Hong Yi
(collection of Shan Dao Temple Arts Exhibition Hall)
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Three Ways to Enter the Gate of Buddhism
for Beginners

By Master Tai Hsu

1.Entrance through faith: Faith has three levels of faith-faith,
understanding-faith, and practice-faith. Before reaching the levels
of understanding-faith and practice-faith, one should base on faith-
faith. Faith-faith means the taking of three refuges. The taking of three
refuges is to take refuge in the Buddha, the dharma, and the sangha as
teachers, no more to take refuge in other devas, maras, heretics, gods,
and ghosts as teachers.

2.Entrance through understanding: To fumigate one’s mind with
Buddha’s teachings, to study and contemplate the sttras and $astras, and
to understand the truth with no ignorance.

3.Entrance through practice: The numberless ways of practice can
be summarized into two: (1) To enter with self-power, and (2) To enter
with both self-power and other-power. There are many ways to enter
the gate of Buddhism with self-power, but the gist is to observe one’s
mind; there are many ways to observe one’s mind, but the essential is to
contemplate where is one’s thinking mind. There are also many ways to
enter the gate of Buddhism with both self-power and other-power, but
the gist is to meditate on the Buddha; there are many ways to meditate
on the Buddha, but the essential is to focus on reciting the name of the
Amitabha Buddha.
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The faith without understanding and practice is foolish; the faith
accompanied by understanding and practice is wise and deep. The
understanding without faith and practice is arrogant and superficial; the
understanding accompanied by faith and practice is right and real. The
practice without faith and understanding is mixed-up and inferior; the
practice accompanied by faith and understanding is pure and peculiar.
The fulfillment of wise faith, deep faith, right understanding, real
understanding, pure practice, and peculiar practice makes a beginner to
enter the gate of Buddhism. Otherwise, one is always walking around
the gate of Buddhism, and cannot enter. (Excerpt from issue 3 of

volume 5)
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The Wise Like Love

By Master Da Xion

The Chapter of Love and Benevolence in Dharmapada Siitra says:

Having benevolence and no killing,
One can always maintain oneself;
Remaining in this deathless place,

One can go anywhere with no harm.

No killing is benevolence.
Be cautious of one’s speech and keep well one’s mind.
Remaining in this deathless place,

One can go anywhere with no harm.

The practice of purity is:
Setting confusion in order,
Exercising love and benevolence,

And tolerating other’s anger.

The practice of purity is:
Being sincere and peaceful,
Uttering no rough words,

And, harboring no hatred.
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The practice of purity is:
Following the principle of nature,
No harming sentient beings,

And, no doing any damage.

The transcendence of birth and death is:
Always having love and compassion,
Being pure like the Buddha’s teaching,

And, being contented and restrained.

The world praise those who:
Have little desire, like to study,
Are not deluded by profits,

Have benevolence, and do no harm.

The benevolent people enjoy long life,
Do no harm, have good temper,

Make no argument and trouble,

And, remain quiet and peaceful with wisdom.

Peaceful are those who:
Concern all good friends,
Have compassion towards beings,

And, always generate love.
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The benevolent and learned people are
Righteous, calm, carefree,
And protected by the Heaven;

Have wisdom, and like love.

If a person has love, compassion, benevolence, and kindness in
mind, he will not kill and harm living beings. On the contrary, a person
who doesn’t harm living beings will be able to “benefit all living beings
and pacify all living beings.” As the saying goes: “Don’t give what |
dislike to others.” If we dislike to experience vexation and pains, we
shouldn’t harm others.

The Buddha has great vow with great love and great compassion.
For the purpose of fulfilling his principle of “being a person”, he
encouragingly exerts the broad compassion and universal benevolence.
He considers not only “all men are my father, and all women are my
mother” but also “all living beings are my family dependents.” All
living beings are entangled by beginningless karma, and thus caught
in the endless cycle of death and rebirth. How can we say that they
were not our parents, siblings, and children of past lives? Therefore,
we should base on the cause and effect of the past and future to extend
our benevolence towards not only human beings but also other animals.
This is the so-called “equalitarian treatment.” (Excerpt from issue 1 of

volume 28.)
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Beings Are Caught in Samsara by Karma

By Master Liao Chung

Buddhism considers that besides human beings, there are also
devas and four inferior destinies of existence. Why are there six
destinies of existence? Why will a person, after death, be reborn in a
better or worse destiny?

A person should take full responsibility for what he has done.
From the perspective of Buddhism, our all actions, speeches, and
thoughts will leave “karma” in our mind. Karma can be divided into
bodily karma, verbal karma, and mental karma according to their
origins.

Chinese people generally believe that after death one has to
report to King Yama what merits or crimes one has done while alive. In
fact, no matter he is King Yama or Ghost Judge, they don’t settle any
account, it is we ourselves settle the account. The bodily karma, verbal
karma, and mental karma mentioned above will always accompany us.
These karmas will sprout one day just like the seeds planted in field.
This is what the proverb says: “You reap what you sow.” (Literally,
if you sow melon you will reap melon only; if you sow bean you will
reap bean only.”) Whatever we have done, whatever we have spoken,
and whatever we have thought will leave whatever karma in our mind.
Nobody can change our karma, it is we ourselves only can dictate our

fate. (Excerpt from issue 9 of volume 77.)
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