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An Approach to Tiantai Philosophical System of Buddhism
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Abstract:
In history of Chinese -Buddhism, the establishment of Tiantai
Buddhism as the first established Chinese Buddhist School,

was one of the most significant events marking a milestone

) fo 1)

transforming Indian Buddhism to Chinese Buddhism. The actual
founder of the Tiantai Buddhist School is Zhiyi (538-597).
His thoughts and theories laid solid foundation for the school.
Among Zhiyi's work, his masterpiece The Profound Meaning
of the Lotus S&tra,contains most of his philosophical system
concerning Buddhism, and thus can be regarded as the key
text in understanding deeply his Buddhist philosophy. Due
to the fact that a survey of this text is lacking in current
study, this paper endeavors to give an outline of it, in an
attempt to reveal how Zhiyi's perfect and harmonizing
philosophy 1s demonstrated through this text.
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osHermeneutics "broadly conceived as concerned with

establishing principles for the retrieval of meaning,

especially from a text." Lopez, "Introduction", in
Buddhist Hermeneutics, Donald Lopez, ed., Honolulu:
University of Hawaii Press, 1988.p.1.
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