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form into yizi if the three points stand side by side; nor can

they, if the three points stand vertically.” (T., Vol.12, p“.'661-b)

E. Judging the teaching:

To try to combine religion and logic, Dharmakirti wrote
Pramapavarttika, which deals with the Buddhist logic. Butin
terms of modetn semiotics, it seems Adifficuit‘ for A, to be
confined in its field. Although the hidden treasure of tri-
quality is symbolized by & , its process of argumentation
conforms neither to semantics nor to formal logic; besides, it
could hardly be attrubited to dialectical logic. Modern
scholarg call its argumentation ‘uncatchable’. As I;z;ddha-
nature and Prajia, written by Mou Tzung-san, says: “‘That
tri-way is tri-quality’ is a sentence as. uncatcﬁa‘ble as ‘the
severance without a severance’. (p.615) The word ‘uncatchable’ is
used by some scholars to describe the argumentation of the

T’ien T’ai School.

(HXB<RE A >HEIGE o 4 BFFFELTE » T3 [F _EREFREERY

&l BBERFEARAN )
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tri-system, too. “In name, the triad is composed of three, but

it just refers to the one Mahayana. ...... Three is not definitely
three, and can be said to be one; conversely, one is not
definitely one, and can be said to be three.” How
incoﬂceivable'it is!  Yizi s the eye of the god Isvara,
neithér standing together nor separating. ...... In terms of its
i';:éundation, it is the three systems of the natural quality and is
called the treasure of Tathidgata, too. In terms of its end, it is
the three systems of the practiced quality and is ’cal»led the
_ . elements.
hidden treasure. The origin and end embrace al (Miao
Shyuan, Vol.5, Part3, T., Vol.33, p.4-b~¢)
D. Discussing the practice:

“The i)ractic‘e is the elaborate ability of Tathagata.” (Miao
Shyuan, Vol.5, Part3, T., Vol.33, p.4-b~¢c) The elaborate
ability of A& represents the wayless way and purpose of the
_doctrines, and the final refuge of all living beings, bodisattvas
and the Buddhas. Mahdparinirvapa Siatra, ‘Ai Tann Chapter’
says: “Now, (the Buddha) should make all living beings,
boddhisattvas, Buddhist monks, B-uddhist nuns, laymen and
laywomen stay peacefully in the hidden treasure. I myself

enter

should also stay in it anMnto nirvina., How can it be called

the hidden treasure? Itis justlike ‘ yizi sandian’: they can’t
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First, with reference to that tri—duality is equal to
concentration and visualization, Mo He Jyy Guan ( { Bt 11
#l) )Vol.3, Part 1 says: “The very tri-quality is no other than
concentration and visualization. Liberation is equal to concentration,
prajfid to visualization and dharmakdya to neither-concentration-nor-
visualization.” (T., Vol.46, p.22-¢c ~ p.23-a)

" Second, with reference to that 10 kinds of tri-quality are

equal to one another, A is equal to innumerable triads; now we
divide them intp ten kinds as follows: 1. tri-way; 2. tri-vijfidna;
3. tri-buﬁ%ri- prajfid; 5. tri-boddhi; 6. tri-mahayana; 7.
tri-body; B. tri-nirviga; 9. tri-jewe!l; 10. tri-quality. In Fuu
Shyug Chwan Horng Jyue ( { B {7 5L ) )Vol. 3.1, they are
condensed into a verse:

way, vijAiapa, buddha, prajfia, boddhi, mahayana, body

nirvapa, jewel and quality are composed of three respectively.

(T. Vol.46, p.221-b)

Miao Shyuwan ( {3 ) ) says: “What is called ‘tzung’

(purport) is the important mode of doing the practice and the
main way of showing the theory.” (T. Vol.33, p.794-b) A,
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Summary of ‘The Study of A’

N » pronounced to be “ yizi sandian

"

, 1s originally one of
the Siddha alphabet. It’s original form is of eleven kinds and
among them, 99 and % are used more often, but A, is
used in China and seems to become the maian symbol
, system of*
representative omt of the T ien T’ai School, and the
final refuge of the Buddha and all living beings. The ihought
of the T’ien T’ai School consists of three systems (tri-system),
that is, the system of true nature, of visualization, of methods.
The finf;.l refuge is called ‘the hidden treasure of the three

qualities (tri-quality)’. The three qualities are dharmakdya-

quality, prajfii-quality, and liberation-quality,

B. Distinguishing ! )

A represents two kinds of essence: the one is that tri-quality
is equal to concentration and visualization; and the other is that
10 kinds of tri-quality are equal to one another. As a matter of

fact, X, represents the location of the pure land of the T’ien T’ai

School. |
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