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Traveling Activities and Their Cultural
Implications as Seen in the Madhyamaka’s
Quotations of Chan Monks of the Song and

Yuan Dynasties

Shengli Qi *
Abstract

Chan monks’ traveling life was an important aspect of the social life
of the monks of Chinese Buddhism, as can be seen in the Chan poetry
and Chan verse on traveling in the discourses of the Chinese Chan
masters of the Song and Yuan dynasties. In material aspect, Chan
monks wore straw or rattan sandals and used seven-foot-long green
or black crutches to save energy and defend themselves. The crutch
straw shoes and other items they carried could effectively ensure a
smooth travel for Chan monks. In religious practice aspects, it can
be found that there are mainly three activities in their travel, to study,
to worship the patriarch’s pagoda and to beg for food and money.
In interaction aspect, domestic Chan monks from Sichuan, Jiangxi,
Fujian and Yunnan province, etc. converged in Zhejiang province,
which brought occasions for different Chan Style to intermingle with
each other. Besides, foreign monks learned and then returned home to
spread their learning. Thus, a virtuous cycle of Chan monks’ traveling

and improving study is formed. East Asia, Japan and South Korea Zen

* PhD Student, Fujian Normal University.
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monks from thousands of miles away came to learn to practice the
Tao, participate in the tour to the holy land of Mount Tiantai, Mount
Putuo and worship the Goddess of Mercy, the Holy Monk, the Sage.
Once returning to their own country, they also ask for Chan verse from
their Chan professor. All these religious and cultural interactions have
greatly contributed to the close and in-depth exchange of Chan culture
in East Asia, and also reveal the axial position of Chinese Buddhist

Chan culture in East Asia Chan culture circle.

Keywords: Chan discourses, Wander, Gatha, social life of Buddhist

monks, Cultural connotations



