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New Buddhism and Buddhist Socialism
in Modern East Asia: With a Focus on
Girdo Senoo and Lin Qiuwu

LIN, Yun-jo
Associate Professor, Department-of History, National Chung:Cheng, University

Abstract

As.modern’ East Asian jeeunrics faced the entry and'challenge of
Western civilizationyithey hadino gﬁueice_but to respond to an unprecedented
historical shift.. The Subsequent refons within modern Japanese Buddhism
profoundly and -conct€tely influenced the jrefofin and. development of
Buddhism ‘in other East ASian regions. | The/modern Buddhist reform
movement inJapan began in thelMeEiiperiod with criticism ‘and reflection
on the “old" Buddhism,/”.-Oyer—thiee @enerations, Japanese Buddhist
intellectual elitesiconstrueted what' came to be*knowa as* “New Buddhism.”
By the late Taisho tosShowa eraginflucncedrby socialist ideology and facing
challenges from anti-religious.movements, Buddhist social movements that

synthesized socialism and Buddhism emerged.

This paper first discusses the development of the New Buddhist
movement and Buddhist socialism in modern Japan. It then examines Gird
Senoo (1889-1961) and Lin Qiuwu (1903-1934), Japanese and Taiwanese

Buddhist social activists respectively, who were influenced by socialism in
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the 1920s and 1930s and sought to promote “Revitalized Buddhism.” This
research aims to investigate possible connections and influences between
Japanese and Taiwanese Buddhist reformers within the broader context of

the New Buddhist reform movement in modern East Asia.
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