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Analysis of the Construction Causes and
Characteristics of Kek Lok Si in Penang

Li, Ai-feng* , Wong, Wun-bin™*

Abstract:

The construction of Kek Lok Si (#2LL1ff:2%<F) in Penang originated from
the Chinese Buddhist faith in Malaysia. The temple has evolved from a
rudimentary Buddhist monastery to the now famous and colorful Southeast
Asian Chinese Buddhist temple, which is a result of the wishes of believers
and the Chinese community. Its initial architectural structure imitated the
“Jialan Seven Halls” system of Gushan Yongquan Temple (8L[JEE3F) in
Fuzhou(#&J1{), China, and later developed into a “Garan Seven Halls (ffiE% 1=
H)” style, indicating that a Chinese temple rooted in the Han soil of China
gradually integrated into the characteristics of foreign regions in the South and

presented a localized change.

Keywords: Kek Lok Si, Chinese beliefs, Architectural characteristics, Spatial

layout, Construction process

* Ph.D., Institute of Chinese Studies, Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman
** Ph.D., National University of Singapore; Associate Professor and Vice Dean,
Institute of Chinese Studies, Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman
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