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Envisioning Peace in the World: Reflections on
Humanistic Buddhism in the Global Ethical Era

Liu, Yi-ning*

Abstract:

In March 2022, the Russia-Ukraine war broke out, causing a global
uproar. Following World War I, “war” once again became the focus of the
world’s attention, spreading vividly through the internet and presenting itself
realistically before people’s eyes. How is world peace possible in the present
day? In the global ethical era, what role can religion play in promoting peace?

From the perspective of exemplary figures in Buddhism, it is essential
not to overlook the introspective nature that many contemporary exemplary
figures in Buddhism have towards war, some even taking proactive actions to
advocate for peace. Both Master Taixu and Thich Nhat Hanh hold a high level
of reflection on the contemporary situation of war and actively respond to the
brutality of war through their actions. Ven. Master Yin Shun and Master Hsing
Yun also offer considerations on war from the perspective of Buddhist ethics.
Additionally, Master Sheng Yen and Master Cheng Yen actively propose
practical solutions for implementing global ethics, promoting global ethics
and interfaith dialogue through education and international relief efforts.

At a time when war has once again become the focal point of the world’s

attention, reexamining the responses of exemplary figures in Buddhism to war

* Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Dharma Drum Institute of

Liberal Arts Assistant Professor
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and their advocacy for peace will have profound implications for Buddhist
ethics. This thesis aims to explore the deep reflections of contemporary
engaged Buddhism and exemplary figures in Humanistic Buddhism on war
and peace, offering insights into global ethics and value choices for

contemporary world to rethink peace.

Keywords: Peace Studies, Global Ethics, Humanistic Buddhism, War,
Interfaith Dialogue.
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