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Abstract

This article mainly researches the Ch’an method of the famous
Chinese Ch’an master Xuyun in the late Qing Dynasty and the early
Republic of China. In addition, in his later years, his lectures often
quote the Siirangama Sitra, so this article also explores the connection
between Xuyun's “observe the moment before a single thought arises”
Ch’an method (kan hua tou ch’an method) and the Sirangama Sitra

Ch’an teachings.

This article sets out to deconstruct the Ch’an process and
background of Xuyuns lifelong practice in The Dharma Collection
Chronicle of Monk Xuyun (Here in after referred to as Chronicle), the
focus is on exploring Xuyun s Ch’an teachings in his later years in The

Chronicle, and the doctrinal content of the Siarangama Satra that he
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cited; and then to select “observe the moment before a single thought
arises (kan hua tou ch’an), anti-hearing of one’s self-nature, and keep
a pure mind without a single thought (gi yi ging)” from Xuyun's many
Ch’an teachings to do interpretation and discussions. In additional to
explain and develop the integration Ch’an method of Xuyun'’s
“observe the moment before a single thought arises (kan hua tou)”
and the Sarangama Satra’s “perfect penetration of the ear organ”. As
for Xuyun'’s thoughts on Ch’an, mainly to discuss Xuyun, a Ch’an
master who continues the lineage of the five schools of thought, the
relevance between the Ch 'an thought he advocates, the doctrine of the
Suarangama Sitra, the Tathdgata Ch’an, and the Patriarch Ch an.
Finally, the practical practice method, main idea, and essence of
Xuyun's Ch’an are constructed and displayed, with the practical value
of his Ch’an method.

Keywords: S‘L’trangama Sutra, Xuyun, Ch’an, “observe the moment
before a single thought arises” Ch’an method (kan hua

tou ch’an method), perfect illuminate samadhi.
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