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Abstract

The “Treatise on Dispelling Doubts (B ZE)” was the first work
listed in the Hongmingji (5A8H%E). During historical periods of the
past, it was acknowledged as the inaugural Buddhist article crafted by
Chinese intellectuals following the introduction of Buddhism to
China. Since the 20" century, it has garnered renewed attention in
debates concerning the spread of Buddhism to China via maritime
routes. However, some scholars have deemed it a forgery. Mouzi (%2
), the author of the “Treatise on Dispelling Doubts”, claimed to
have fled the northern war zone and relocated south to Jiaozhi (ZZ k).
Another significant Buddhist figure from the Six Dynasties period,
Kang Senghui (F#{g€), who was travelled to north from the south,

where he grew up, became a monk, and also studied Buddhism in
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Jiaozhi before moved to Soochow (=[5 (CHYEE B ELHE). It’s
important for us to note that, during that era, Jiaozhi County
encompassed the northern part of Vietnam, with the administrative
centre situated in present-day Vietnam. Historically, researchers
predominantly assessed the “Treatise on Dispelling Doubts” based on
the spread of Buddhist knowledge in the core regions of China and the
historical context of the times, then to decided that this text is either
true or false. This research aims to integrate previous studies on the
“Treatise on Dispelling Doubts” and Kang Senghui, particularly the
fresh perspectives emerging among Vietnamese scholars. It seeks to
delve into the timeframe and milieu of the author of the “Treatise on
Dispelling Doubts”, especially they developed a new perspective to
early Chinese Buddhism. The new: three-centered view of Chinese
Buddhism in the early stages of Buddhism in China, offers a novel
outlook on the academic and Buddhist environment in which the
author of the “Treatise on Dispelling Doubts” resided in Jiaozhi.
Consequently, it posits that the Buddhist knowledge reflected in the
“Treatise on Dispelling Doubts” extends beyond the conventional
understanding of Buddhist knowledge spreading solely in China.
There may be additional sources, such as the dissemination of beliefs
and knowledge from Jiaozhi’s Buddhism and ancient Vietnamese
Buddhism, which served as frontline conduits for Buddhism entering
China. Furthermore, the translation of Kang Senghui’s Liudu Ji Jing
(7N E£4%) has been examined by Vietnamese scholar and shows
traces of the Vietnamese language. Therefore, this article argues that
the relationship between the “Treatise on Dispelling Doubts” and

Jiaozhi, as well as Jiaozhi’s status as a frontline conduit for Buddhism
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entering China, should be re-evaluated.

Keywords: “Treatise on Dispelling Doubts”, Mouzi, Buddhism in
Jiaozhi, Kang Senghui, Ancient Vietnamese Buddhism
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