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Exploring the Patterns of Interaction
between Buddhism and Folk Beliefs in
Medieval East Asia: Also on the Syncretistic
Fusion of Folk Gods and Buddhism of
Chinese and Japanese Tiantai School

Yun-jo Lin”
Abstract

In the Buddhist literature of the medieval Chinese, there are
common records of conflicts and compatibility between Buddhism
and folk beliefs. Many stories and legends record that godsand
animals were transferred and subdued by Bodhisattvas or monks and
became the guardian of Buddhism. Especially in Jiangnan, where the
belief in blessings is flourishing, there are almost endless stories of
the competition and cooperation between Buddhist and folk beliefs.
Such a situation not only made the Buddhism develop regional
characteristics, but also caused changes in quality and quantity in the
process of folk belief competing with Buddhism.

This article attempts to investigate the deeds of the negotiation
between monks and folk belief gods in the Jiangnan in medieval
China. It explores the phenomenon and development of the
combination of gods and Buddhas, and then sort out the records of

the combination of Gods and Buddhism originate in Tiantai literature.

" Associate Professor, Department of History, National Chung Cheng University.
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Additionally, the study delves intothe “Honji suijaku” AHIFEFS in
Tiantai religion, which may have the impact on the development of
the syncretistic fusion of Shintoism and Buddhism origin. This even
became the source for the development of syncretic Buddhism and

folk beliefs in the Jiangnan region since the Song Dynasty.

Keywords: folk beliefs, Shinbutsu-shiigo, Tiantai School, Mount

Tiantai, Mount Hiei
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