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An Annotated Chinese Translation of
the Tibetan Version of the
Arya-$alistambafka]-karika

Ven; Jiang-zhong
Ph.D. student, Department of Buddhist:Studies, Dhatma Drum Institute of Liberal Arts

Abstract

The~.Salistambi-sitra i a classid stext) that clartfics*'the "famous
pronouncement of theiBuddha, “ngvho ~sces dependent arising sees the
Dharma. He who-sces thelDharma seeslthe Buddhag¥Fhe sutra recounts how
the Buddha, after .gazinglat a rice seedling, exXpounds this'yerse and then
falls silent—Subsequently;sthel Sariputra seek§ guidance from iMaitreya
Bodhisattva. The Bodhisattva firsticlarifiesthe..genetal ‘meaning of the
Buddha’s profiouncement and-then-delves into; a-detailed’.explanation of
dependent origmation,wWhile/ only “a 'partial~'Sanskrit “version of the
Salistamba-siitra remains, the Chinese.and Tibetantdtranslations are complete,

with five Chinese translations cusrently extant.

The Arya-$alistambafka]-karika, which this paper translates and
annotates, is a versification based on the Salistamba-siitra. The Sanskrit
original is lost to time. The text is currently extant only in Tibetan translation,
with no Chinese counterpart. Though its authorship is attributed to

“Nagarjuna”, scholarly opinion diverges as to whether this Nagarjuna is the
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same figure who authored the Miilamadhyamakakarika, generally held to
have lived somewhere between 150 and 250 CE.

Two commentaries on the Salistamba-siitra and Nagarjuna’s
Arya-$alistambafka]-karika are found in the Tibetan Tripitaka: Nagarjuna’s
Arya-salistamba[ka]-mahayana-sitra-tika and Kamalasila (c. 740-795)’s
Arya-$alistambasya-tika™ Only Tibetan. ., translationsy, of these two
commentaries exist; there are no:extant:Sanskrit or Chinese.versions. The
Arya-$alistanbakaj-mahayana=siitra-tika. provides- proset eommentary on
both the " Salistamba-sitr, d the -salistamba/kaj-karika. The

Arya-Salistambasya-tik provides pro entary on the stitra and

does! not diseuss—thé Aryafsalisambafka] karika.
nature 0f the Arpa-salistam am zk% erstanding the intricate aspects
of the Salistamba-silka re lenging witho

consulting the 47ya-s m a*ka]—r@ydna—s tra

Keywords: " - causc, condition, d*'mation (pratityasamutpada),

Salistamba-sttrasArya-Salistamba fla]karika

Due, tothe yaphoristic

s this paper does, also
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