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Taoist Elementsin Modern Chinese Chan
Buddhism: A Case Study of the Confidential
Instructions on the Transmission of Precepts in

the Linjizhengzong BES IESZEHZEEEE from
Qing Dynasty Yunnan

YIN, Heng
Lecturer, College of Literature, China West Normal University

Abstract

The study of Chan Buddhism should not only focus on its scriptures
and eminent monks, but also pay due attention to the development of the
Chan Buddhist folk world. The discovery of the Confidential Instructions on
the Transmission of Precepts in the Linjizhengzong &7 IESR EHEUERE, a
Qing dynasty Chan transmission ritual text found in the Dali area of Yunnan
province, sheds light on the spread of Chan Buddhism in the folk society of
the southwestern ethnic frontier areas during the Qing dynasty. This ritual
text reveals that Chan Buddhism continuously absorbed Taoist elements in
order to localize its teachings and gain wider acceptance among the people.
This is not contrary to Chan Buddhisms] fundamental purpose of
understanding one$ Imind and seeing ones Inature  HH(3 B4, [and may
rather be a deliberate Taoicization[strategy adopted by Chan Buddhism

to facilitate its development in Qing civil society.
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