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Manichaeism Meets Buddhism:
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Abstract

In this article, the present author revises one Manichaean Sogdian text recently 

published by O. Chunakova, Federico Dragoni, and Enrico Morano, (“A forgotten

Manichaean Sogdian bifolio in Sogdian script”, Written Monuments of the Orient,

2017(1), pp. 3-25). In Chunakova et al.’s opinion, the text is about the life and the 

duties of Manichaean monks living in a monastery. By improving their text and 

translation the present author shows that it describes how Buddhist monks deteriorate 

in observing the commandments as centuries go by after a certain spiritual leader’s 

death. The text is unique in that it describes the behaviors of Buddhist monks in a 

rather critical way, but it does not openly polemicize against Buddhism in accordance 

with the other Manichaean texts so far published.

Keywords: Manichaeism, Sogdian, K. Salemann, Turfan manuscripts, Silk Road

                                                      
 Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University. 
 Part-time research fellow, the Institute of Oriental and Occidental Studies, Kansai University. 



——  

107

W. Sundermann

Chunakova et al.

W. Sundermann ——

—— 1

Bardaisan Marcion

2

20

O. Chunakova, Federico Dragoni, and Enrico Morano, “A forgotten Manichaean 

Sogdian bifolio in Sogdian script”, Written Monuments of the Orient, 2017(1), pp. 

3-25

                                                      
1 36 1997 11-22 14
2 Sundermann (1997)



108

Chunakova

3

Chunakova et al.

Chunakova Morano Dragoni

2017 K. Salemann

I

So 

10650 32

I II

Chunakova I

I šmnt’

200 m ’n wyty wyty

200

a wyty

200 ……

4

                                                      
3 “the life and the duties of (Manichaean) monks living in a monastery” 6
4 6

The first pagesic /I/ contains part of a Lehrtext on the life and duties of monks (šmnt’) living in a
monastery ( , Skr. ). Every 200 years some “m(’n) wyty disciples” (wyty-minded) will be 
saved, after having performed all their religious duties. By that time, they will have departed, saving 
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themselves, the gifts and givers of the gifts. Every 200 years the soul of the disciples will be purified, 
as the fire purifies the five or six pieces of firewood that one puts into it. After having been purified, 

amanas (=wyty-minded disciples?) will dwell in the in equanimity, holding the 
Commandment of the Law (cxš’pt) completely. If a commandment-breaking monk enters the ,
he may contaminate the community causing torments. He has to be expelled just as a half-burnt log 
has to be removed from the fire. Only in this way will he not be able to cause any further damage. 
The text then breaks off after the usual formula “every 200 years they will be similar ...”.
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