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The Language Mode and Text Structure in the Flower

Ornament Scripture

—The three Text Structures on Sudhana’s 50th and 51st

Pilgrimage in the Flower Ornament Scripture

Venerable Haiyun Jimen

Venerable Master of Dahuayan Monastery

Preface:

The thesis is requested by fellows during my lecture to publish an
article on the 51st Pilgrimate of Sudhana’s (aka. Shancai Tongzi in
Chinese) from the Flower Ornament Scripture, as a work for the 2020
Huayan Forum. However, when I started to organize the contents, I
realized that the three rolls in the 51st Pilgrimage should be combined with
its preceding two rolls in the 50th Pilgrimage, so that the discussion of the
subject matter can be considered complete. = However, if all five rolls
were covered in the thesis, it would become a book up to 200,000 words

instead of a thesis. Therefore, in addition to the 51st Pilgrimage, only the
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part where the two sages (Desheng and Youde) advised Sudhana to abide
by precepts were covered and added as examples to demonstrate the

language mode and text structure of the Huayan One-vehicle Buddhism.

Lots of seekers and scholars are hesitant to seek the understanding of
One-vehicle Buddhism because of its complicated writing style and text
structures. However, the understanding of the text structures is a necessary
basic condition to understand the Flower Ornament Scripture. Without
such skill, one may praise the magnificence of the Scripture, “Splendid”,
“Without reading the Scripture, one won’t know the richness of Buddhism”.
However, in fact they feel that the Scripture is unintelligible and
unfathomable. As a result, this thesis will organize and explain one of the
language modes and text structures selected from the Scripture as an

introduction for seekers to find the doorway to Huayan World.
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