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Buddhism in Taiwan during the Early
Qing: in Light of the Newly Discovered
Dongning zhengshi ji

KAN, Cheng-tsung
Associate Professor, Department of Buddhist Studies, Fo Guang University

Abstract

After Zheng Chenggong 5T defeated the Dutch in 1662, large
numbers of Han Chinese began migrating to Taiwan. In July 1683, the Qing
general Shi Lang Jifi¥f vanquished Zheng’s army in Penghu. Thus was
Taiwan newly and formally integrated into the Qing dynasty’s territory.

In 1684, the Fujian governor began issuing new ordination certificates
for Buddhist monks and Taoist priests, in order to replace the certificates
issued under Zheng’s rule and re-authorize their identity.

In 1684, the first governor of Zhuluo District was Ji Qiguang Z=fH¢,
who had just moved to Taiwan from Qi County in Fujian. He wrote,
“Taiwan’s culture is rudimentary and lacks credible historical literature.
Jiang, the county guard, started the work of compilation. Then both Yang
Fangsheng

Yang Fangsheng 1575%%, the governor of Fengshan County, and Ji
Qiguang, the governor of Zhuluo County collected historical data widely.”

In 1685, Ji resigned and left the historical compilation of the Taiwan fuzhi



248 BRI HAE - F—H

&L unfinished. All of his works including Taiwan junzhi gao & /&E[
. f5, Shanchuan kaolue L[11)I[%H%, Haiwai ji J84%MNE, and Rongzhou
wengao ZEM S fE have been lost. In 2006, the Rongzhou wengao with a
supplemental section entitled “Dongning zhengshi ji” HEEZEFZEE was
discovered at the Shanghai Library. It now provides us with credible
historical materials for research on the early Qing’s activities relating to
Buddhism in Taiwan.

The historical scope of this article begins in 1685, when Jiang Yuying
#4505 began compiling the Taiwan fuzhi &L, and ends in 1717,
when the Zhuluo xianzhi &4ER47E was published. The geographical scope
is limited to the Qing administrative units in Taiwan: Taiwan Prefecture £
V& )F, Taiwan District 2 &%, Fengshan District [E\[[[F%, and Zhuluo
District £%%Ei%. The main themes deal with Buddhist figures and their

activities during these thirty years.

Keywords: Ji Qiguang, Zhuluo District, Shen Guangwen, ordination certificates
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