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The Doctrinal Classification of the Three
Periods in Fazang and the Teaching of the
Threefold Turning of the Wheel of Dharma in
the Mind-Only School

Tomoaki KITSUKAWA

Adjunct Lecturer, Toyo University, Japan

Abstract

Fazang (Y%47g) discusses the doctrinal classification of the Three Periods
(= F52N, hereafter, Three Periods Theory) of Jiexian (7 &) and Zhiguang
(% t) in detail in his Huayan-jing Tanxuan-ji. As the Mind-Only theory of
Tang China based on Xuanzang’s ( %) new translations (81 aRMEFK) is
regarded as a succession of Jiexian’s ideas, Jiexian’s Three Periods Theory
discussed by Fazang has generally been seen as a theory of doctrinal
classification (*#]2%) of the Mind-Only school based on the new translations.
However, this paper will show that from an examination of the Wuzixingxiang

chapter (# 5 ME4H5) of the Samdhi-nirmocana Siitra (hereafter, SNS), in
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which the Mind-Only school’s Three Periods Theory has its roots, there are
reasons to believe that the school’s aim in expounding this theory was not
exactly as Fazang laid out in his treatise. Through an analysis of how the Mind-
Only school based on the new translations understood the teaching of the
Threefold Turning of the Wheel of Dharma (= ##{LHig71) in the SNS, the
author will argue that the school understood the teaching not as an attempt at
doctrinal classification but rather as a theory of Mahayana practice based on
the teachings of non-existence of self-nature (niksvabhava). This paper will
illustrate the originality of Fazang’s rendering of the Three Periods Theory and
how it contributed in turning the Threefold Turning of the Wheel of Dharma
theory in the SNS into one with strong overtones of doctrinal classification
which is a unique aspect of the Chinese Buddhist tradition and Buddhism in

East Asia.
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Jell 2 s L7 Bh, 3 I =B A 2 COBIEZERT 200N ED TR
ThodEFRLEMER, PMROEBNFRL-EZ T, XETENETEREE VD
TR CHEE, KEEIFEEZOMET D SHE TR ELEEmLETVD ([
&, p.247) . EFROFTERIZE R U E KR LN L ORI D H D
B, RRICBITDEREORME RIS,
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L2 EEMAELTENRTINERLRNVENS Z D THDHY. =
O XD REfEOMATT I, B EIE L CEARMIZITEETH - EBb
o,

ANERMEIZAT b D Z 5 LICPEER—RAEIL, 7oL 20E [15%
Re] (ZHZ 2 EMIE CRERODEM) 20 <5 Iz &b EH &5k

el

7 THRREERE) 4 2 ERMSzeAE, S8 BRAR A 1 N HE A T S A5 2 2203
VEAK FEREIRRENEA TS, SRR A I AN E AT IR S I R 2RI
& —UVEEE - B - FREELIL VIR, BRI RS, EEE . &,
RILHR B S A —IR. JER—UIH I PG AR A IS M. BeliARyE, b
R, EoRARME, AR BE -, A ERUR R R AR i, BESE R i

R B IAT LB E, AR SELESLBEBL R =R, J
(K IEji 16, 6952) .

B Aok “TRROEM” EWOMBEIZONWTATSH, BHISEDL, 2 -8 -17 - Ro
WIEH %L CC—ROBIEZBRT 5. ik [EHE] MEEZE] oF T, 1#
ROF B 4T REGEDR - B - 47 - REFHLLS FOMWEL B 2, ATE
ERFOED, %BEZNFOEDEL, REMED A, KFEICELIRTIZB T
BIUNEE, RECHEATHLESLOL LTADLZ LEELLTEXZ TN
HLRHICHEICR T DO R E 25 &, EE=R - N # - KW, FeE=
B N AT - 2k, =S - B A/ - R, rEE=R - B - K- RERHoTE
D, EREIELE THBEOLONRFELEZ EFEHLTLIWTSHA . 1)F a)fi Ak
B=5lxod ([EFERE] HES EEM) %, [eel T EEE R

, b)Y FEE =/ =R G E. 2)8 a)fRAE =FEEMEEM. NEETRILE
BRREA FTfElcn KT, b)EBE=FHIUGRBE. JRprBlE i EBE. 3)1T a)fR A T=78
INEEREREETT. b) 1T = (K A SR BT TR, )R RAR
=S PTA SRR, bR = TRprA SRR, (T EELE] & 4
A, KIEj 34, 713c-714a)
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RISV 5 = REgd & MERTARO =R AmHI s DN T

ClZBWTCIEFERRICHME N TR Y, [MEEL] CRI%ETHS. £
P2 ILOFEWRIZ ZBUEOPERN A ZTNDED, ZO=8uk, O%H
FrR=ME% xR, QLM r=> 5 +M - - &%, Oz
ArR=3 - U5 - WREEEICEY,  MEEERD & THERS] bk e
M4 OEEEZ bOREOBX EMESTHNTEY D, FiH OB
MREZEL) (R Ehie L9572 © MEER] PE R THL” Lo H
R 72 < L B MR OZTEDO P HANTET T IR TE 0.
HHERZEE T AMERTA THI, ZIP VR D ERNEIC
FoTHOBNDITE R, &< “—F & WO BIRITREY F%
AN TRDOLENTWNS LD TH Y, —FDINIGITEILT 5 =T
DI E WD B TX 2ENEDS DT>, TOEKT
%, “TIROEEKT WO HBITERE S TR L oS,

2 FIF=FDIENITIURE L T NRIFOBIEEA = FI%E, )HIEEL=
WEELE, YEMEAK=RIREE, HIRERE =GUERE%E - fEHETRE R, 5)H
"

=.

ZRE =R H ISR, 6)sfiA(AA = — RS, TSR =i s - - Him
%, S)MEFLEIH =viHE - MBS REM L SND.  [WIEEREEZE] B 1A,

KIEf# 34, 657a-b, [RifEdfRfEsE] & 1A, KIEjK 38, 999-b, [XIFiLsizE
HE] &1, KIER 45, 249a, 251b-c7e L. ZolEn (X&) <Ti 5/

DOFLE LT, D)MEE=H0S, )R =B, SRR =, @2%
R=RAR - HERE RIS LW O IURLHIT DA, [EAE] TIEINERNE

FLT TSBIRT) LB 72010, B TEEEISIFEE 2hoTm K
B big. [ EREE L] & 1R, KiER 34, 657a.  [RIEIESIFHMA
=] %41, KL 45, 249c.
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AR CIIMERR AR O FEIC L < OMIBEZFICH R E Y,

LR 2 (3 U O ORF TR A 2R 5 Z & B TE 2o I BN
JCAERE UCEED . IRV T, MEREAR O = iRl ok ok
MEEOMBEIZED DN DB TR DFHEMAEZFE - SFEL-bDE D
FLoond Kootz W - MEEEAR O ZEEERSUIRT o7
WAL ICB W CHEAEORE M L U TOEREH & W 5 FRICHE# LT
E&EL, TLCED LTS - CTHERRER OB 2 BIF T #m - KA%
DN ER L TN DT THLIDRY, TORYIOSIEENFE S LL
R TH Y, EEIC L o TE A IS Sh, R S =R
TholctBbhvs.
(fFRE) AMRASEE - PET AL 2 R G T\ - 3B S A 7 I I A AR e il
OEFER Z THE L 7=, £h b OEERHTIC AW T, REEMTIZ 412
KBEE 2 LIXTERMDATN, SHONFTEO L TREREE L 72
LHDTHY, BERLETZZOHRZND TLIVFEZER LIV,
FEMBEOBEBBLOES ICOWT, MZLEOHICHS 20 53w
Rz L CIHW-FEREREC LIV ELZzRH L BT 5.

0 KREZITEIT DMEREMAA~OHEH LBz oW TiE, SihHe [k MEELER
awd owFzel]  (LEEMHEM, 20074F) , £HAREBREICOWTL, B RH
THcEBEONSE]  GERCEE, 1992 42) IZFEL V.
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