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The Tibetan Version of the Vimalakirtinirdesa
— An Investigation of its Related Literature

LIN, Shen-yu

Assistant Professor, Department of Buddhist Studies, Foguang University

Abstract

The Tibetan Version of the Vimalakirtinirdesa collected in the Tibetan
Canon is, in addition to the existing three Chinese translations by Zhigian,
Kumarajiva, and Xuanzang, the only eomplete translation and was interpreted
directly from a Sanskrit eriginal. Owing to the fact that the syntax of Tibetan
has a closer connection with Sanskrit than Chinese and that Buddhist literature
usually was translated inte Tibetan word by word, the Tibetan version has played
a comparatively important role in academic studies. Since a Sanskrit manuscript
was discovered and published in the late twentieth and early twenty-first
century, many correlated studies conducted in the past need to be reexamined
and their results rewritten. The study of the Vimalakirtinirdesa therefore proceeds
in a key moment, at which when the already published research papers were
examined, one would find that in most publications the Tibetan version was
only referenced when its phrases or sentences were employed as evidences of
certain arguments. Studies engaging in the investigation of the Tibetan version
itself are seldom found. Utilizing resources of first-hand Tibetan literature as
well as important second-hand research results, this paper discusses, in addition
to the historical development of the Tibetan version of the Vimalakirtinirdesa
and the developmental history of its modern research, the following important

issues: fragments of the Dun-huang manuscripts and the translation of the
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Tibetan version, the title, the translator and the date, the chapters, other
subtitles, influences, etc. Moreover, seven selected works were introduced
and reviewed briefly. In the concluding remarks possible directions of future
studies are recommended. Publications involving the Tibetan version of the
Vimalakirtinirdesa are many. This paper focuses only on those of which the subject

is the Tibetan version itself.

Keywords: Tibetan Buddhist literature, translation of Buddhist literature,
Dun-huang Tibetan manuscripts, Vimalakirtinirdesa,

Inconceivable Liberation
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T OCHEEERE) RIS EA > Al EE LA AT AREE - 5 R E
CHEFERS) WO - BB AT i i 8 1) 5L » H Rir Al
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U5 H %) PRTECERT CHEEERS) FE R RIa RN ZUE B A Rl KHEEERS)
RS » BOB R AHERD KPRt - HERm) FeEEA - Bl

brtsan Sgam-po ? ” Bulletin of Tibetology 2, n0.1(1965): 5-8. fRIEIAE T-11
TERERNENEE - R BRSO L P& 7 AL R B 8
FERITZ S -
bOMHBEEEREE RASE T = EE B (—) BUEB RS Gl
ARHVEEH -
P O(CEEEESR) B (FHEE ) BT EG RAY = - B mE R
Bilgmult (=) BH, -
Leonard W. J. van der Kuijp, “Tibetan Historiography.” in Tibetan Literature:
Studies in Genre, ed. José Ignacio Cabezon and Roger R. Jackson (Ithaca, N. Y.
Snow Lion, 1996), p. 39.
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IATT 1L TR 2 o SRR TEECE D o BRI B R T o
13 THACEE » EHENER ST AR 2% (R BRBALE W R MR 21 - CRIEAEDY 4]
B A R E  (R1F o ERIARIEART (Bu ston rin chen
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CHEREY R B4 ~ Hibkeh - F GEEERS) &EiE : BREEEES

" Paul Harrison 5[ (5% ) sCE4yEFry2# B AR I E ( bCom Idan
rig pa'i ral gri, 1227-1305) KERZ AT R - 15 ~ (RF CORGEAE ) 7Y
B - BUEEILENE R AR AS S YN S LR - POCNNESE - Wk
sANPAZT I SERLE B R Y € PHRORAE ) AR A Bk o B T M
FERN 2L WERT URGE o MMHEKEUS (EST2RH ) - &
PREMEIINE » BB » dLI0A— ?ﬁ?zﬁ fFHEE ST > Paul Harrison,
“A Brief History of the Tibetan bKa' 'gyur.” in Tibetan Literature: Studies in
Genre, 1996, pp. 74-76. fRIZ T HmEL » BUE A ILENE Frdm 20V 5 A H i 44
TRy Nyi ma'i 'od zer ({ KF520¢)) » RILCHEBE - FFIHERE - (PR )
T - 546 - b - 20034 - H742 -
H, Bu ston rin chen grub, Bde bar gshegs pa’i bstan pa’i gsal byed chos kyi
‘byung gnas gsung rab rin po che’i mdzod. in the Collected Works of Bu ston.
Vol. 24 (ya), 1971, 15012 » BIAS T = -~ S sma BRI ( =) B4
FHEAEEMERTS RS © AT F R FAIEE R = i (bR e
scam ) > SRR ETERE ) MEEUERILEN BN - 2585
(ARTEMFBHSL ) -
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Vol. 72, dza, No. 221, 267v5-356r2 >, Jampa Samten, Hiroaki Niisaku, Kel-
sang Tahuwa, Catalogue of the Ulan Bator Rgyal Rtse Them Spangs Ma Manu-
script Kangyur, 2012, p. 74. Paul Harrison f5 | SEEFEEAZ N 1671 4F >
5655 2 RE IR (1617-1682) 4 6 RAM » #7725 2 527 » K Paul Harrison,
“A Brief History of the Tibetan bKa' 'gyur.” in Tibetan Literature: Studies in
Genre, 1996, p. 81.

Vol. 75, za, No. 227, 361r6-461r8 > H Helmut Eimer, Location List for the
Texts in the Microfiche Edition of the Phug brag Kanjur, 1993, p. 23. 1848 Ei-
mer > H AL CHERE ) ARSI R1696-1706 2 fH » R Eimerdis & -
Hve

Vol. 70, dza, No. 171, 304v6-399v4 > I, Tadeusz Skorupski , 4 Catalogue of
the Stog Palace Kanjur, 1985, p. 120. Skorupski #EMZE = ( HEREE ) BAME
JAH12E 72 B - Nyi ma rnam rgyal (1691-1729) A7 HAFEESCRE R A - 4972
ATE 18 AT HT-FHARI5ERK » & Skorupski Fil5 (& »H xi-xii °

Vol. 34, bu, No. 843, 180r3-250v3 » H, Sara Boin trans., The Teaching of
Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirdesa) (London: The Pali Text Society, 1970), p.
XXXVIIL. LamotteH &l BT ST K A BE B PR HVR 2 ARG D 4 2 & AL
R

Vol. ma, 205r-295v » &, T #2048 B 8 & RHE | http://jinglu.cbeta.org/
cgi-bin/tibet_detail.pl ? lang=&id=0176.

Vol. pha, No. 419, 274r4-382r2 » H.Sara Boin trans., The Teaching of
Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirdesa), 1976, p. XXXVII. Lamottef/ %Iz AT 72 Kt
RIEEE KA EEATETHD Y 2 H 4R -

Vol. 12, ma, No. 176, 175r1-239v7 » RFFHAESTLR > (EFERR - PHiRiRsE
KA E SR ) 2L FEF R 0 19854F 0 H 37 o AR A KREERORET
TeeE AT Y 2F 2 AL — -

Vol. pha, 270v1-376v3 > H.Sara Boin trans., The Teaching of Vimalakirti
(Vimalakirtinirdesa), 1976, p. XXXVIIL. Lamotte S HIiERT » HEE R E
J}% °
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TR » 2003 4 » H 741-749 -




(EER) BEARESRER 479

o HROURE BUREEFE R (BURHE e 5 e i)

TR (HERAE) BRI - I T ELERRACRR A 201
TS EIREFAAR o B - DTS AT SR - A
SR REIVARR RS R ATTE, o AT TG 2R ) DI TR
TSRS REDS » (KA » A ESREE B CHEBEAS) REFEARAOTT
S -

(—) BREAZAKFER

CHEMBAEY (ORGEA A @ 2R H G 1550 ~ 3657 ~ HIEE ST ~
FY - RERRUSES - SEFAEEE RO R AR ESE
R E A (@ {ET 51 (1866-1945) 1 1928 a2 » ik (st
BRI SRR AT — A H SRR o BRILAE A » AT LR S5 (R A At
CHEMBRS Y Jirg A i LB B o

T 1B A L B B S 10 4 » @SR BT LS IR (PR A
4 E S5 (9% T (1890-1967) (Y 1936 FEAEEIARTZ ) > b
I (IRETMEER) - %M KO E e R - 2
AU FEEAE o ' BN B o i CHERERT) BOSRAR A AT A B
CIEE TR © AMEEE MRS AR HEE - W AR 3 -

" Robert Thurman HHE2{ERT =125 Rev. E. Bangert i (4ERELL) fEA
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A Mahdayana Scripture, 1976, p. ix.
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* Prasadika b Fr T8 F Y/ Digital Sanskrit Buddhist Canon: http://www.
dsbceproject.org/ node/6496.
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» Sara Boin trans., The Teaching of Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirdesa), 1976, p.
XXXVIIL.
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*° Sara Boin trans., The Teaching of Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirdesa), 1976, p.
XXXVII-XLIIIL.
YA da- R IITHR TR B —
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JEE D FRAE LR D 3 R AREEZAKEIEEE » B4 : Robert Thurman
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** Robert A. F. Thurman, The Holy Teaching of Vimalakirti: A Mahayana Scrip-
ture, 1976, p. ix; Jan Nattier, “The Teaching of Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirdesa):
A Review of Four English Translations. * Buddhist Literature 2 (2000): 236.
Sara Boin trans., The Teaching of Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirdesa), 1976, p.
XXXVII.
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BRRA IOL 181 zhes bya ba theg pa chen po'i mdo
(ZEESE) 'phags pa dri ma med par grags pas bstan pa™
(FHEHSE ) 'phags pa dri ma med par grags pas bstan pa®

ﬁ@ﬁ << {%%&E’ijﬁgﬁéﬂ% >> dri ma med par grags pas bstan paﬂ
(CHEE) ‘phags pa dri ma med par grags pasn bstan pa

zhes bya ba theg pa chen po'i mdo -
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Sara Boin trans., The Teaching of Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirdesa), 1976, p.

XLLII.

* Adelheid Herrmann-Pfandt, Die Lhan Kar Ma: ein friiher Katalog der ins Tibe-
tische iibersetzten buddhistischen Texte, 2008, pp. XiX, XX.
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2005 4 » Ef 117 » 26-1; Halkias, Georgios T. “ Tibetan Buddhism Registered:
A Catalogue from the Imperial Court of 'Phang Thang. ” The Eastern Buddhist
36, 1&2 (2004): 80, XXXVIlla; Adelheid Herrmann-Pfandt, Die Lhan Kar Ma:
ein frither Katalog der ins Tibetische itibersetzten buddhistischen Texte, 2008,
p- 405; Marcelle Lalou, “ Les textes bouddhiques au temps du roi Khri-sron-
lde-bcan. Contribution a la bibliographie du Kanjur et du Tanjur. ” Journal Asi-
atique 241 (1953): 337.

*' Adelheid Herrmann-Pfandt, Die Lhan Kar Ma: ein friiher Katalog der ins Tibe-

tische tibersetzten buddhistischen Texte, 2008, pp. Xvii.
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( =) Etienne Lamotte, LEnseignement de Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirdesa).

Louvain-la-Neuve: Institut Orientaliste, Université Catholique de

Louvain [Reprint1987 ],1962.

Sara Boin trans., The Teaching of Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirdesa).
London: The Pali Text Society [Reprint1994],1976.

Etienne Lamotte A 1962 fEFEFE (HEEERS) HOMRBAMFE ik 2
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HAEEE R o HIEVER LEROTRERMEEEE 3 BAF

" Jan Nattier, “ The Teaching of Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirde$a): A Review of

Four English Translations. ” Buddhist Literature 2 (2000): 237.
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AR —FEREEE AL « BRI » MR 1 B LU ) BB R B
H o FFHEE@D) Lamotte FEFHUM ORI » (TSI » I
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' &, Jan Nattier, “ The Teaching of Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirde$a): A Review

of Four English Translations. ” Buddhist Literature 2 (2000): 249, 250, 251,

253.

Jan Nattier, “ The Teaching of Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirde$a): A Review of

Four English Translations. ” Buddhist Literature 2 (2000): 254.

Jan Nattier, “ The Teaching of Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirde$a): A Review of

Four English Translations. ~ Buddhist Literature 2 (2000): 247. n. 22, 24.

“oREEl e > ( E:F  L'Enseignement de Vimalakirti (Bibliothéque du Muséon
Vol. 51), Louvain, 1962) » 1963 4F » E 51 ~ 54 ©
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(Z) RBREMK (FRY MXHBEBFTFAL) » (A Y FFR
BE) 1 & 137-240 » 1970 »

XEEK (FRy hXBBE FFRAMHEZ) 0 (4 VF
FRFRE) 30 H 159-195 5 1973»
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(w ) Robert A. F. Thurman, The Holy Teaching of Vimalakirti: A
Mabhayana Scripture. University Park and London: Pennsylvania

State University Press [Reprint1981],1976.
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Jan Nattier, “ The Teaching of Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirde$a): A Review of

Four English Translations. * Buddhist Literature 2 (2000): 238.
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( &) Bhiksu Prasadika and Lal Mani Joshi ed. & trans.,
Vimalakirtinirdeéasiitra. Tibetan Version, Sanskrit Restoration and
Hindi Translation. Sarnath: Central Institute of Higher Tibetan
Studies, 1981 .
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' de Jong, . W. “ Review of Vimalakirtinirdesasiitra. Tibetan Version, Sanskrit

Restoration and Hindi Translation. Edited and Translated by Bhiksu Prasadika
and Lal Mani Joshi. ” Indo-Iranian Journal 25, 2 (1983): 160-161.
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B |5 H > (dKar chag 'Phang thang ma) - i : BHiL4 ~ F - F
~y b HFFES 2 2005 F 0 H 10 0 [65] °

B Adelheid Herrmann-Pfandt, Die Lhan Kar Ma: ein friiher Katalog der ins
Tibetische iibersetzten buddhistischen Texte, 2008, p. 59 ° fR#EHerrmann-
Pfandt » grags pas R ELERRANTESRIR » (ETE H BT E A ~ il
iR~ FAE AR S (Egrags pa » FEHFT R 2L F R Farags pas » Bl
Herrmann-Pfandtff3it1~[A] ©

B 'jig rten 'dzin gyis yongs su dris pa rnams/ blo gros mi zad pas bstan pa
bam po bdun pa dang/ dri ma med par grags pas bstan pa bam po drug pa
gnyis chos nyid tshul khrims kyi 'gyur/ . Bu ston rin chen grub (1290-
1364), Bde bar gshegs pa'i bstan pa'i gsal byed chos kyi ‘byung gnas
gsung rab rin po che'i mdzod. In The Collected Works of Bu ston. Vol. 24
(ya). 1971, 150r1-2. ZEA1ENHE dri ma med par grags pas bstan paz={E :

M TEMEIRME AT RN TERE ) X2 THERERSATRAE) 1 o FUfIE
FORIIRE - CARMAFREOE) T 2 19884 » H44-45

B L FSA par grags pas = pas grangs pa * 5. Helmut Eimer, Location List
for the Texts in the Microfiche Edition of the Phug brag Kanjur, 1993, p.
23, no. 227.
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i Sara Boin trans., The Teaching of Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirdesa),
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A IS 70T {58 PR 25 it e R AL LA BRSO P S B Ao 22 -
AP IR LS AR EL ) B FH A ENRE - JiF 3% S HEkal 0 B =
7 S FE YRS T ¢ Chapter One — The Purification of the Buddha-
Fields, Chapter Two — The Inconceivable Skill in Means of Deliverance,
Chapter Five — The Inconceivable Liberation, Chapter 10 — Instruction

Regarding the Exhaustible and the Inexhaustible,
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Z by o KA v FHIEFTE) 15 1970 F 5 B 240 o
@A OENE 0 (R IR BIREEERS) 0 1928 4F 0 H 389 ©

B fEEERKGE o CHEEERR) - Ut (L HE) (AR D LEAE-2) - B
HEREH T » 1969 8 2 B 272 ©

| HREMA - FHEMEERE - (HEER - BB =RE) » BRE - 1
JNEmAL 0 1974 4 > H 180 ©

Etienne Lamotte, L'Enseignement de Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirdesa),

1962, p. 392.

BA Sara Boin trans., The Teaching of Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirdesa), 1976,
p. 272-273.

E Robert A. F. Thurman, The Holy Teaching of Vimalakirti: A Mahayana
Scripture, 1976, p. 102.

B | JT{E zhir » Lamotte 351 zhi(ng) » & Sara Boin trans., The Teaching of
Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirdesa), 1976, p. LVI. S ~ U I EEEE zhi'i ©
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B3 Sara Boin trans., The Teaching of Vimalakirti (Vimalakirtinirdesa), 1976, p.
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