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Vimalakirtinirdesa and Sarvabuddhavisayavatara-
Jjhandlokalamkara

TAKAHASHI, Hisao
Project Professor, Taisho University, JAPAN

Abstract

In July, 1999, the Institute for Comprehensive Studies of Buddhism at Taisho
University received approval to examine the Sanskrit manuscripts stored at Potala
Palace, upon which the Vimalakirtinirdesa and the Sarvabuddhavisayavatara-
jnandlokalamkara were identified. Subsequently, duplicate version of the manuscripts
was published jointly by Japan and China. The present paper will give a brief overview
of the process for which the two texts were discovered as well as a discussion on the

relationship between the two manuscripts, which were wrapped in the same satchel.

First of all, the issues concerning Tathagata-dharmakaya, will be looked at. The
descriptions on the characteristics of dharmakaya found in: “Chapter on Manjusri
Praises the Buddha and Homage to the Dharma Body” of the Sarvabuddhavisayavatara-
jnanalokalamkara and in Vimalakirtinirdesa, “Chapter on Skilful Means) section 12,
“Buddha body” and “Chapter on Vision of the Aksobhya Buddha) section one, “How
would one view the Buddha” Commonalities between the two texts can be deduced

from the above comparisons.

Next agenda for discussion is regarding common verses between
Vimalakirtinirdesa and Sarvabuddhavisayavatarajnanalokalamkara. It is probable
that the Sarvabuddhavisayavatarajnanalokalamkara has quoted four verses from the
Vimalakirtinirdesa and expended them into five verses. It is also possible that the two

scriptures inherited from common tradition and were widely disseminated.
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vandami sattvasamadhanavigatam { gatisu }
sarvasu jatisu vimuktamanasam /

jaleruham va salilair na lipyase

nisevita te munir buddha $tinyata //§38-3 //
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sattvair samadhanagatam gatigatam
gatisu sarvasu vimuktamanasam /

jaleruham va salile na lipyase

nisevita te munipadma $tinyata // [-§10-14 //
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/’gro ba thams cad dag na sems can rnams dan ni /
/ thabs cig bshugs kyan thugs yid rab tu dben gyur pa /
/ji ltar pad ma chab kyis gos par mi ’gyur shin /

/ sans rgyas thub pa khyod kyis ston fiid §in tu bsten // 3 //
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/ sems can rnams dan ’gro bar bshugs $in kun *grogs kyan /
/’gro ba thams cad las ni rnam par grol ba’i thugs /
/ pad ma dag ni chu skyes chu yis yon mi gos /

/ thub pa’i pad mas ston pa fiid ni nes par bsgoms // 14 //
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vivekata $astrpadam niruttaram vibhavita sarvanimitta sarvaso

vande niralamba mahaughatirnam / na te kahimcit pranidhana vidyate /
vibhavita sarvanimitta sarvaso acintiyam buddha mahanubhavam

na te kahimcit pranidhanu vidyate // §38-4 // vande "ham akasasamam anisritam // I-§10-15 //
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/ mtshan ma thams cad rnam pa kun tu rnam par bsig /
/ khyod la gar yan smon par mdsad pa mchis ma lags /
/ ston pa’i go phan bla med dben pa fiid lags te /

/ dmigs med chu bo rgal ba khyod la phyag *tshal lo // 4 //
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/ mtshan ma thams cad rnam pa kun tu rab tu gsal /
/ khyod ni ci la’n smon par mdsad pa yod mi mna’/
/ sanis rgyas dag gi mthu chen bsam gyis mi kyab ste /

/nam mkha’ Ita bur mi gnas pa la bdag phyag "tshal // 15 //
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acintiyam buddha mahanubhavam

vandami akasasamam aniSritam /
vandami te sarvagunagradhari
vandami tvam merum ivodgatasriyam // §38-5 //
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/ sans rgyas mthu chen bsam gyis khyab pa ma lags te /

/ ni gnas nam mkha’ miiam pa fiid la phyag tshal lo /

/ yon tan kun gyi mchog mna’ khyod la phyag ’tshal lo /

/ dpal ’phags lhun po ’dra ba khyod la phyag ’tshal lo // 5 //
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