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The Briefly Research of Dharani in Huayan

Huey-Ling Lan
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Absract

This paper mainly discusses dharani of the Avatamsaka Sutra. The original
dharani was a kind of memorial method in India, and was used to remember
classics of the Buddhism. With the development of Buddhist thought, the
connotation of the dharani is increasingly rich and become an important content
of Mahayana Buddhism. The early translations of Huayan sutra have had the
content of dharani, which is connected with popular Tantrism and mantra in
western regions. When the whole Huayan sutra was translated, dharani had
disappeared and related scriptures also had been changed, which reflects the
change of thought in the interpretation process of the Avatamsaka Sutra. Dharani
in the Avatamsaka Sutra is as a carrier of the teaching of eka-yana and elucidates
One Buddha Vehicle of Huayan. This paper mainly analyzes it from thought and
practice. Both are the cause and effect for each other. The forty-two words' door
is the other door of dharani for explaining Huayan thought of Avatamsaka Sutra
and later developed two practical ways, sing and visualization. The visualization

has close relationship with Mahavairocana-sutra of Tantrism.

Keywords: Dharani, Avatamsaka Sutra, dharani (total retention), syllabary
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