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The Analysis of World Honored One’s
“Ten Emitted Light” in Avatamsaka Sutra

Yu-Mei Tsao

Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow

Absract

The aesthetic realm depicts in the Avatamsaka Sutra is stunning, and in
which the Ten Emitted Light of World Honored One is especially shown with a
profound meaning. The showing of the Ten Emitted Light is not just a dazzling
spiritual change, but rather it displays the religious meaning, the practice process
of the Honored One, as well as the Mahayana spirit of saving living beings.

The “Emitted Light” hasn’t been paid a lot of attention in the previous
studies. This article is based on the version of 80 fascicles to carry out the
following analyses: The religious meaning of “light”; why the Emitted Light
occurs in Avatamsaka Sutra is “ten’ times? What does it mean to “speak the
dharma by light”? What is the relationship between World Honored One’s
Emitted Light and Bodhisattva’s fifty-two stages? How do Tung-Hsuan Lee
and Thomé H. Fang interpret the “Ten Emitted Light”? Base on the Sanskrit of
Vairocana-buddha and Amitabha-buddha to analyze the light characteristic of the
two Buddhas, as well as the practice method of the stablization of brightness in
the sutra.

Hope the article can provide readers a whole new point; no longer think the

“light” is mysterious, gorgeous or impossible to solve, but rather treat it as the
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