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The Meaning of the Names of Bodhisattvasin
the scriptures of Avatamsaka Sutra

Pao-Chung Chen
The Director of Education Center of Huayen

Abstract

There are many Bodhisattvas depicted in the text of Avatamsaka Sutra.
Through the treatises of past Huayen masters and the recent practicers, the
appearances of Bodhisattvas are always regarded as implicit languages and
spiritual conceptions. Though widely used question-and-answer dialogues in
the sutra are presented simply as conversations, they refer to the expressions of
deep meanings.

Buddha denotes a being with intrinsic nature of Wisdom Light; however,
the essence of merits and virtues of Bodhisattvas is difficult to present in words,
attributes and functions of Bodhisattvas are described instead. To gaining a
faith in the Buddha, Bodhisattva Manjushri provided wisdom guidance to all for
a start, following by Ten-Hui Bodhisattvas who have manifested wisdom in true
principles without doubts, and teach us “abodes of inspiration”; Ten-Lin
Bodhisattvas who have manifested the full practicing enlightenment, and teach
us “practices of virtue”; Ten-Chuang Bodhisattvas who have manifested
magnificent merits and virtues, and teach us “transfers of merit” ; Ten-Tsang
Bodhisattvas who have manifested accumulated virtues in stages, and teach us
“groundings of enlightenment”.

After entering into the inconceivable state of emancipation, Bodhisattva
Samantabhadra who has manifested ultimate, absolute and harmonious virtues,

72



FRYII-fIT (2 BJRE) RS RBIFTATIE 18 o Hi0E i

teach us how to fulfill the various means of transcendence in knowledge and
inflexibility to attain the Buddhahood. The last visiting of Kumara Sudhana,
represents the integration of five stages such as faith, abodes, practice of virtue,
transfers of merit, groundings of enlightenment. Finally, harmonious achieved
Bodhisattva Manjushri, Samantabhadra, Avalokiteshvara, and Maitreya were
presented in orders, to revea the Ultimate Enlightenment and stages for
applying Dharma practice.

Therefore, instead of describing “bodhisattvas’ as aliving being, it isreally
indicating an essence of life, or should call it “life element”; it means practicing
enlightenment to achieve the Buddha Way, as well as to benefit other living
beings by offering Dharma. It is aso emphasized in Avatamsaka Sutra that the
Buddha and Bodhisattvas should enter the Samadhi in order to deeply
experience and manifest themselvesin full merits and virtues.

K eywor ds: Avatamsaka Sutra, Names of Bodhisattvas, Virtue of Nature,
Essence of Life, Sutra Context
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